
Film History 

Chapter 10 



Basic Approaches to Studying Film 
History 

• Aesthetic 

• Technological 

• Economic 

• Social 



Aesthetic 

• Evaluates film or filmmaker based on a set of 
criteria that access their artistic significance or 
influence 

• Look at films as works of art 

• Auteur Theory – Great works are the result of 
an individual author 



Technological Approach 

• Examine technological advances and 
improvements 

• When was it made and why?   

• How original was it?   

• What influence did it have? 

• Values the importance and legacy of the 
technological advances.   

• Color, Sound, Widescreen, 3D, Stereo, Lenses, 
Lighting, Digital Camera/Projection, etc.    

 



Economic Approach 

• Looks at how the movie industry operates as a 
business 

• Historically looks at how studios were run 

• When and why were there changes? 

• Often focus on the studio system 

 



Film as Social History 

• Culture and Movies influence each other 

• Who made movie and why? 

• Who saw movies and why? 

• Looks at current events that may have 
influenced or been influenced by a film 

• Cultural Historical Study 



Precinema 

• Photography – Early 19th Century 

• Series Photography 



1891-1903 
The First Movies 

• W.K.L. Dickson –  U.S., 1891 

– Kinetoscope  

– Edison Kinetoscopic Record of a Sneeze (1894) 

– Black Maria – 1st movie studio 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wnOpDWSbyw


• Lumiere Brothers – 
France, 1895 

– Cinematographe 

– Actualites  

– Employees Leaving the 
Lumiere Factory (1895) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYpKZx090UE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYpKZx090UE


• George Melies – France, 
1890s 

– A Trip to the Moon 
(1902) 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JDaOOw0MEE
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/A_Trip_to_the_Moon_poster.jpg


• Edwin S. Porter – U.S., 
1903 

• The Great Train Robbery 
(1903) – 1st Western 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc7wWOmEGGY


1908 – 1927 
Origins of the Classical Hollywood 

Style – The Silent Period 
 

• D.W. Griffith –  

– The Birth of a Nation 
(1915) 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9UPOkIpR0A
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/Birth_of_a_Nation_theatrical_poster.jpg


• Hollywood Style – 
Invisibility 

 

 

– Form 

– Studio System 
• Vertical Integration 

 





Silent Films 

 

 

 



• Silent Comedy – 

– Slapstick  

– Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, “Fatty” Arbuckle, 
Harold Lloyd, and Laurel & Hardy. 

– The Gold Rush (1925, Chaplin) 

– The General (1926, Keaton) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtZTIwSIuGw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEDMO8iwLsM


• Other notables of this period 

– Nanook of the North (1922, Robert Flaherty) 

– Animation 

• Otto Messmer – Felix the Cat 

• Walt Disney  

• The Fleischer Brothers – Betty Boop 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLERFRQl5EY


1919 – 1931 
German Expressionism 

• WWI (1914-1918) 

• UFA  

 

 

http://i300.photobucket.com/albums/nn33/zacheney/nosferatu-2.jpg


• The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (Robert Weine, 
1919) 

• Metropolis (Fritz Lang, 1927) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZdTdZviOQw
3 mise en scene class.pptx


 



1918 – 1930 
French Avant-Garde Filmmaking 
– Dada & Surrealism –  

• An Andalusian Dog (Luis Buniel & Salvador Dali, 1929) 

– Naturalistic Psychological Studies –  

• Rien que les heures (Alberto Cavalcanti, 1926) 

–  Narrative –  

• The Passion of Joan of Arc (Carl Theodore Dryer, 1929) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJexaTmCVfI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKKDh3kpZgs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkWALDlvpdY


1924 – 1930 
The Soviet Montage Movement 

• October 1917 – Bolshevik Revolution 

• Lenin held power 1917-1924 



• Dziga Vertov – Man With a Movie Camera 
(1929) 

• Lev Kuleshov – Kuleshov Effect 

• Vsevolod Pudovkin – Mother (1926) 

 

 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-2809965914189244913
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gGl3LJ7vHc&translated=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KI3jZtruxvA


• Sergei Eisenstein –  

– Battleship Potemkin (1925) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLEE2UL_N7Q


1927-1947  
Hollywood’s Golden Age 

• Studio system  

• The Jazz Singer (Alan Crosland, 1927) 

 

 

http://vids.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=vids.individual&videoid=23949684


• Motion Picture Production Code (1930) 

• Production Code Administration (1934) 

– Hay’s Office 



• Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1941) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGUYOQUzrKU


1942-1951 
Italian Neorealism 

 



 



• The Bicycles Thieves (Vittorio De Sica, 1948) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3jnzXX9mXs


1959-1964  
French New Wave 

• Andre Bazin  

• Auteur Theory  

 





• Breathless (Jean-Luc Godard, 1959) 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=154265816642125228


1947-Present: New Cinemas in 
Great Britain, Europe, and Asia 

 



England and the Free Cinema 
Movement 

 



Denmark and the Dogme 95 
Movement 

• Lars Von Trier 

 



• The Celebration (Thomas Vinterberg, 1998) 
Dogme #1 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scWlSTZwmNk
http://lulzimg.com/i7/09fc2578.jpg


Germany and Das neue Kino 

• West Germany (1962-1980s) 

• “New German Cinema” 



• Rainer Werner Fassbinder 

• Wim Wenders 

• Werner Herzog 

• The American Friend (Wenders, 1977) 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-7x6uu3AEM


Japan’s Nubero Bagu 

 



China and Postwar Filming 

• The People’s Republic of China (mainland) 

• Taiwan (independent island) 

• Hong Kong (British colony) 



The People’s Republic 

 



Hong Kong 

• Martial Arts Action (1920s-70s) 

• New Wave (1970s – 85) 

 



• Significant figures (all went to Hollywood) 

– John Woo – A Better Tomorrow (1986) 

– Bruce Lee 

– Jackie Chan 

– Yun-Fat Chow 

– Jet Li 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NU6dnnM36Y


Taiwan 

• Eat Drink Man Woman (Ang Lee, 1994) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HN5MVWevRc


1965-1995  
The New American Cinema 

• Bonnie and Clyde (Arthur Penn, 1967) 

• The Wild Bunch (Sam Peckinpah, 1969) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNrSGutBOlE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUhUAa3y4rE


 

 

 




